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Purpose and General Point of View
This study aims at a social and economic description of the manner
of life of the people who work as laborers resident on the sugar cane
farms of Louisiana. The results of such a study are of particular interest
and value in view of the importance of the resident laborer in the econ-
omy of the sugar cane farm and more particularly at the present time
because of changes now occurring in the farming setups incident to
mechanization and the impact of national control over sugar production.
Scope of the Study
Based largely on data derived from 100 sugar cane farms distributed
over nine sample parishes in the sugar cane area of Louisiana, the present
study focuses on the analysis of interviews conducted largely between
January and June of 1937 with 328 resident laborers, share croppers and
tenants. Of these 328 families roughly 75 per cent were resident labor-
ers, 20 per cent tenants and 7 per cent share croppers. Farms with less
than 30 acres of cane for the 1936-37 crop year were excluded from the
sample on the assumption that typical labor and tenancy conditions
would not obtain on farms operating less than this acreage. While the
* The present publication deals largely with information secured from interviews
with resident laborers living on Louisiana sugar cane farms. A previous publication by
the author, entitled The Sugar Cane Farm—A Social Study of Labor and Tenancy, Lou-
isiana Bulletin Number 320, is concerned with a broad view of the social organization
of the cane farm. A forthcoming publication now in preparation will deal specifically
with the problem of seasonal sugar cane labor.
The writer wishes to acknowledge the cooperation of W. T. Ham, Chief, Tenure and
Labor Relations Section, Division of Program Planning, Agricultural Adjustment Ad-
ministration, United States Department of Agriculture, for many valuable suggestions
throughout the conduct of the study, and of Otis E. Mulliken, Agricultural Economist
of the same Section, for aid in the detailed preparation of the schedule and for valu-
able help in organizing and carrying out the survey. The field schedules were gathered
by Vernon J. Parenton, Graduate Assistant in the Department of Rural Sociology, Lou-
isiana State University, and Larry J. Roussel, the former of whom also aided in the
interpretation of various items in the data and in the collection of background mate-
rials. Acknowledgment is also due Virginia Johnson and Julien R. Tatum, Research
Assistants in the Department of Rural Sociology, Louisiana State University, for valu-
able work in preparing the manuscript for publication.
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study covered the entire labor setup on each of the 100 farms, including
data from the operator and nonresident laborers, the present analysis, as
stated above, is confined largely to a consideration of the resident
laborer.^
THE RESIDENT LABORER FAMILY
Importance in Sugar Cane Farming
The resident laborer who receives wages and perquisites rather than a
share of the crop constitutes by far the most prominent type of labor on
sugar cane farms. Of a total of 1,086 families (exclusive of operators)
living on the 100 farms studied, 83 per cent were resident laborers, 14 per
cent tenants and 3 per cent share croppers.^ The relative percentages of
these classes have varied scarcely at all over the period 1933-36 for which
data were collected.^
Color and Nationality of Head
Among the families, other than the operators and special workers liv-
ing on the 100 sugar cane farms, colored families outnumbered whites
two to one. St. James, with more than 93 per cent, reported a higher
percentage of colored than any of the other parishes. In the area as
a
whole, three-fourths of the resident laborers were colored, as were
two-
thirds of the share croppers and slightly less than one-fourth of the ten-
ants. Only in the tenant group does the proportion of whites exceed
that
of the colored (Table 1)
.
As to cultural descent, the white families were predominantly
French.
Out of a total of 110 white families, 98 claimed French descent and 7,
Spanish. Only two of the families reported English descent. The impact
of the French culture, as indicated by language, has been very
definite
on the people residing in the sugar area whether of French
descent or
not. Of the 328 families interviewed, 30 per cent of which were of
French
descent, over 27 per cent spoke French exclusively in the
household and
an additional 20 per cent spoke French and English. Among the white
families, 59 per cent spoke only French and an additional 32
per cent
spoke French as well as English with the greater emphasis
on French m
iFor a complete explanation of the sampling procedure and
background statement
for the larger study, see the author's bulletin, The Sugar Cane
Farm-A Social Study
of Labor and Tenancy, Louisiana State University
Experiment Station Bulletm Num-
ber 320, 1940. ^. ^ ^- , A
2 It should be noted that in the actual sample of families
studied, as indicated in the
preceding paragraph, resident laborers and tenants are slightly
overrepresented and
share croppers slightly underrepresented in
proportion to the totals of these tenure
groups living in the area. . , u
3 The percentage of the total families living on the farms who were
resident laborers








































































































most instances.^ Only 5 per cent spoke English exclusively. Among the
Negroes observed, 11 per cent spoke only French and an additional 14
per cent were bilingual French and English. Thus 25 per cent of the
Negroes and over 90 per cent of the whites spoke French (Table 2)
.
TABLE 2. Language Used by 328 Tenant and Laborer Households on 100









































Place o£ Birth of Head
More than 96 per cent of the heads of families were born within the
state of Louisiana. Of the twelve born elsewhere, eight were from Mis-
sissippi, and one each from Georgia, Arkansas, Kentucky and New
Mexico. Obviously, few laborers have recently entered this area
from
other states. Of the total white families, only one head was born outside
the state. Among the Negroes, eleven heads were born in other states.
Although the cases are too few for extended generalization, an obvious
deduction is that laborers are already relatively plentiful in the
area
and that little inducement is offered to outsiders for coming in. In
fact,
the general movement of population has been away from rather
than
into the area. This movement has been particularly accentuated follow-
ing critical periods in the economic history of the industry.^
Currently,
one of the most persistent problems of the Sugar Bowl is that of
furnish-
ing adequate employment, in the face of crop restriction^ and
mcreased
farming efficiency, to laborers already residing in the area.
The number of laborers born in other states was probably at a
mini-
mum at the time the present study was made. Although sugar production
had risen rather consistently for the past ten years to a
relatively high
point at the time of the study, labor needs had not increased
proportion-
ately because of the introduction of better varieties
of cane and more
4 It was obviously necessary to do a considerable
amount of the interviewing in
French. Where both languages were spoken a great many preferred
to speak in French
rather than English. , , r r
5 T. Lynn Smith, "Depopulation of Louisiana's Sugar Bowl,
Journal of Farm Eco-
nomics, Vol. XX, No. 2. May, 1938. ^ u u -n
6 As this bulletin goes to press announcement has just been
made that there will be
no crop restriction for the year 1942.
efficient agricultural methods. A study made in 1900 by J. Bradford Laws
of 301 Negroes in West Baton Rouge and St. Mary parishes, shows that at
that time 18 per cent of the Negroes were born outside of the state.^ It
should be explained, however, that during grinding season, when em-
ployment increases, the number of workers from outside sources also
increases, although here again the planters depend largely on local labor.^
The present discussion deals only with laborers resident on the farms.
Age of Head
Heads of resident laborer families show an excess of those in the
younger age groups as compared with the heads of Louisiana families as
a whole, smaller numbers in the middle age groups, and a smaller num-
ber in the extremely old group (Table 3)
.
TABLE 3. Ages of Heads of All Louisiana Families Compared with Heads




Under 25 years 8.0 15.3 7.3 17.6
25-34 25.7 25.6 23.6 26.2
35-44 26.6 22.3 32.8 19.3
45-54 21.2 20.7 21.8 20.3
55-64 11.9 10.3 12.7 9.6
65-74 4.9 5.0 1.8 5.9
75 and over 1.6 0.8 1.1
*1930 U. S. Census, Population Volume VI, table 56, p. 49.
Negro heads are considerably in excess in the age group under 25 but
are underrepresented in the middle age group. Among white resident
laborer heads, 18.2 per cent are less than 30 years of age as compared
with 34.2 per cent for the Negroes. On the other hand, for the age group
35-44, whites show a percentage of 32.8 as compared with 19.3 for the
Negroes. The cause of this situation is not clear. Few Negroes are classed
as tenants so it is evident that a rise in tenure status from resident laborer
to tenant is not an adequate explanation. Apparently a considerable
number of Negroes give up residence on the sugar farms between the
ages of 25 and 35 and go into other occupations, whereas the whites are
more likely to stay on during this period, possibly because their hope of
7 "The Negroes of Cinclare Factory and Calumet Plantation, Louisiana," Bulletin of
the Department of Labor, Number 38, Washington, D. C, January, 1902, p. 99.
8 A forthcoming bulletin now in preparation deals specifically with the subject of
harvest season laborers.
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rising in the tenure scale is somewhat greater.^ Among the whites, ten-
ants' ages were somewhat higher than those of resident laborers.
Size of Household
As might be expected, due to their younger age, resident laborer fam-
ilies were, on the average, smaller than either tenant or cropper families.
For the total of 328 families under consideration, the average size house-
hold was 4.7 persons, as compared with 6.1 persons for the tenants, 5.7 for
the share croppers and 4.3 for the resident laborers. Nearly one-half of
the resident laborer households consisted of three or less persons
but
roughly only 10 per cent of the tenants and croppers had such small
households. In fact, among all tenants more than 60 per cent of the
households had six or more members, and among the white tenant fam-
ilies, which were the largest, 11 out of 62 reporting had households of
nine or more persons (Table 4)
.
Negro households, with an average of 4.4 persons, were one person
smaller per household than white families. This might be
partially
accounted for on the basis of the younger age grouping among the Negro
heads, although the relatively smaller size of Negro families is in keepmg
with the situation for the state as a whole. White households had
pro-
portionately fewer with less than five members but more with seven
or
more members. Only among the share croppers were the Negro house-
holds larger than the white.
The figures quoted above refer to size of household which mcludes, in
18 per cent of the cases, persons living with the household
group who
were not members of the immediate family. A slightly greater percentage
of these were living in white than in colored families. The average num-
ber of persons other than the immediate family was 1.5 in
the 60 house-
holds reporting this type of arrangement. Combinations of two
or more
families were rare, only 14 out of 328 households being of this
type, with
the white showing a slightly greater frequency than the colored.
Education
Nearly one-half of the male family heads of tenants, laborers and
crop-
pers living on the sugar cane farms had received no formal
education.
In addition, nearly another third had completed no more
than three
grades in school. Combining these two groups, it may be said that three-
fourths of these tenant, cropper and resident laborer family heads
were
essentially illiteratc^o with an additional 19 per cent which might
be
classed as just over the literacy line, having completed a fourth,
fifth or
sixth grade education. Only eight out of the total number of male family
heads had received some high school education (Table 5)
.
9 Out of 110 white families, 47 were tenants as compared with 15 Negro
tenants out
of a total of 218 families.
10 Included in this category were those who either had never been to school or had
not passed beyond the third grade. It is, of course, understood that
there may be many
individual exceptions to this classification.
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TABLE 4. Number in Household of Tenants and Laborers on 100 Louisiana
Sugar Farms, by Type of Tenure and Color
Both Colors
Number in Househoi d
Total Resident Laborer Share Cropper Tenant
Number Per cent Number Per cent Number Per cent Number Per cent
Total Households. . . 328 100 242 100 24 100 62 100






68 21 63 26 1 4 4 6
55 17 52 22 1 4 2 3
50 15 36 15 6 25 8 13
34 10 22 9 4 17 8 13
43 13 22 9 5 21 16 26
30 9 17 7 4 17 9 15
8 21 6 17 7 1 4 3 5
9 9 3 4 2 5 8
10 6 2 3 1 1 4 2 3
2 1 2 3




110 100 55 100 8 100 47 100
Average Size ot Households. 5.4 4.9 5.4 6.1
1 1 1 1 2
2 9 8 7 13 2 4
15 14 13 24 2 4
4 18 16 8 14 2 25 8 17
5 15 14 7 13 2 25 6 13
6 20 18 6 11 3 38 11 24
7 11 10 5 9 1 12 5 11
8 8 7 6 11 2 4
9 7 6 2 3 5 11
10 3 3 1 2 2 4
11 2 2 2 4
12 and over 1 1 1 2
Negro
Negro Households . . 218 100 187 100 16 100 15 100
Average Size of Households. 4.4 4.1 5.9 6.1
1 3 1 3 2
2 59 27 56 30 1 6 2 13
3 40 18 39 21 1 6
4 32 15 28 15 4 25
5 19 9 15 8 2 13 2 13
6 23 11 16 8 2 13 5 33
7 19 9 12 6 3 19 4 27
8 13 6 11 6 1 6 1 7
9 2 1 2 1
10 3 1 2 1 1 6
11
5 2 3 2 1 6 1 7
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TABLE 5. Grade Attainment of Family Heads and Wives* Living on 100
Louisiana Sugar Cane Farms, by Color, 1936 (Percentages)
Grades Completed
Total WhiTE Negro
Heads Wives Heads Wives Heads Wives
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
No Grade 45.8 36.7 40.0 38.5 48.8 35.8
I 9.0 7.7 8.2 7.3 9.4 8.0
2 13.6 12.5 9.1 9.4 16.0 13.9
8.1 8.7 9.
1
6.3 7.5 10 .
0
10.8 12.8 11.8 14.6 10.3 11.9
5 4.6 9.4 8.2 . 8.3 2.8 9.9
6 3.1 4.7 4.5 6.3 2.4 4.0
2.5 3.7 4.5 1.0 1.4 5.0
1.9 2.4 3.7 6.3 0.9 0.5
9 0.6 0.7 0.9 1.0 0.5 0.5
0.7 1.0 0.5
*Five of the 297 wives reporting were the heads of families. Four of the five had had no education and
one had completed only the f.rst year of school.
Forty-nine per cent of the Negro heads as compared with 40 per cent
of the whites had never passed the first grade in school. Two-thirds of
the whites and four-fifths of the Negroes had not gone beyond the third
grade. In round numbers, 90 per cent of the Negro and 80 per cent of
the white heads had not passed beyond the fourth grade.
The educational status of the wives was somewhat higher than that of
their husbands at most grade levels. Nearly 10 per cent more wives than
husbands had attended school, and comparatively more of them had
completed each successive grade beyond the second. Despite the com-
paratively higher status, however, the educational attainment of the wives
leaves much to be desired. Using the third grade as a general measure
of literacy, two-thirds of them were illiterate and an additional 27 per
cent had completed only the fourth, fifth or sixth grades.
Difference in education between white and Negro wives is small. Some-
what surprisingly, the data show a slightly greater proportion of white
than of Negro wives not having passed the first grade. On the other
hand, 93 per cent of the Negro wives as compared with 91 per cent of
the white wives had not passed beyond the sixth grade. It should, of
course, be observed, in comparing the educational attainments of whites
and Negroes, that the number of grades passed offers only a rough index
to actual attainment since the standards in the various schools vary
greatly. But whatever may be the educational attainments of either race,
it appears that little use is made of reading ability in either instance, as
measured by current reading material found in the homes. Data from
the 328 families under consideration show that only 5 of these households
receive daily papers and 2 of them weekly papers.
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INCOME OF RESIDENT LABORERS
Nature of the Work
The resident laborer, unlike the tenant or share cropper, works for
wages rather than for a share of the crop. Aside from this his status is
similar to that of the share cropper. In addition to money wages, he
receives perquisites and his income is further supplemented by garden
and livestock products.
The employment of the resident laborers was confined almost entirely
to the farms on which they lived. Of the 242 reporting, only three re-
ported having worked elsewhere during the past year and these at dis-
tances not exceeding three miles from their residences. Seasonal mobility
was therefore almost negligible. In view of the low incomes and the in-
termittent employment on the farms during certain seasons, one might
suspect a lack of ambition on the part of these laborers. On the other
hand, few jobs are available during the off seasons since the labor needs
of the farms in the area are essentially identical and there is little else to
offer eligible employment. The employment available on the farm on
which he resides is about all that the resident laborer can count on or
hope for.
The actual jobs on the sugar farm obtainable by the resident laborer
are quite varied but are concentrated largely in the harvest and the
planting and growing seasons (Table 6) . More laborers report cutting
cane than any other one particular job. Other major types of harvest
season work reported were hauling, derrick, and factory work. The aver-
age days worked per year at these jobs was slightly under 75, excepting
for the factory work, for which the average was 104 days. Although
factory work is harvest season employment just as is hauling and derrick
work, it extends over a slightly longer period since it comprises certain
work around the sugar house both before and after the actual grinding
season. Factory work also paid a slightly higher wage, $1.66 per day,
than hauling, at |1.56 per day, derrick work, at $1.40 per day, and cut-
ting cane, at $1.37 per day.
The planting and growing season work provides employment to the
greatest numbers and for a greater period of time during the year than
any of the other jobs. Of 242 laborers reporting, 205 reported this type
of labor for an average of 145 days per person and at an average wage of
96 cents per day.
Certain other types of work reported, such as tractor driving, repair
work, hostler, railroad work^^ and pipe fitting, are not confined either to
11 Nonresident laborers, whose work on the sugar farms is confined largely to cane
cutting, work during off seasons in considerable numbers on cotton, rice and straw-
berry farms.
12 Narrow-gauge railways are used on some of the larger plantations for hauling the
cane from the fields to the sugar house.
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TABLE 6. Wages, Days Worked and Types of Jobs of 242 Resident Laborers, 193G
Reporting Average Average Average Average
Specific Days Worked Days Worked Earnings Earnings
Job Job Per Year Per Month Per Month Per Day
Number Number Number Dollars Dollars
•
106 74 25 34.56 1.37
Hoeing, Plowing, etc..
.
205 145 20 19.52 .96
72 74 25 38.83 1.56
Driving Tractor .... 16 113 22 29.19 1,32
Factory Work 23 104 28 47.04 1.66
36 69 20' 20 00 .9^
Derrick Work 12 72 26 35.83 1.40
3 42 18 16.67 .93
2 46 24 26.00 1.08
6 35 20 23.00 1.17
1 20 20 8.00 .40
Cleaning Land 2 105 21 32.50 1.55
52 64 21 20.00 .96
Picking Moss, etc 1 96 24 34.00 1.42
Cutting Hay. etc 25 29 20 19.08 .94
Digging Potatoes 20 49 20 19.20 .95
Construction Work. . . 1 144 16 20.00 1.25
7 112 24 29.57 1.25
Repair Work 4 146 25 44.00 1.79
7 284 27 24.00 .88
1.4611 161 23 34.00
Railroad Work 6 113 26 44.83 1.74
2 186 26 38.00 1.46
Water Carrier 4 134 24 19.00 .81
the cutting or the cultivating season. A relatively small per cent of the
total laborers reported these jobs but the average days per year employed
for those reporting was relatively high.
Most of the resident laborers living on these farms were there as the
result of their application to the operator. On the other hand, 24 out of
the 242 reporting stated either that they had been born on the farm on
which they were at present employed or that they had been living there
since early childhood.
Family Income
Roughly three-fourths of the resident laborer families reported a gross
cash income for the past year, including the contributions of wives and
children,' of from $250 to $500. Of the total families reporting, roughly
25 per cent had incomes of $250 to $300; 25 per cent incomes of $300
to
$350, and 25 per cent incomes from $350 to $450. Approximately 7
per
cent of the families had incomes of less than $250 and 20 per cent
in-
comes of more than $450. Four per cent received $700 or more (Table 7)
.
Though there was little difference, white families had slightly larger
incomes than Negro families. Slightly more of the Negro families
had in-
comes of $250 or less and somewhat fewer had incomes of $500 or
over.
14




Both Colors White Negro
Number Per cent Number Per cent Number Per cent
Total 242 100.0 55 100.0 187 100.0
$100-149 2 .8 1 1.8 1 .5
150-199 6 2.5 6 3.2
200-249 8 3.3 1 1.8 7 3.7
250-299 55 22.7 13 23.6 42 22.5
300-349 56 23.2 10 18.2 46 24.6
350-399 40 16.5 6 10.9 34 18.2
400-449 25 10.3 5 9.1 20 10.7
450-499 12 5.0 2 3.6 10 5.3
500-549 16 6.6 5 9.1 11 5.9
550-599 4 1.7 2 3.6 2 1.1
600-649 3 1.2 3 5.5
650-699 5 2.1 3 5.5 2 1.1
700 and over 10 4.1 4 7.3 6 3.2
Several opposing tendencies affect this situation. As will be shown later,
white heads had larger incomes than Negro heads, but members of the
Negro families other than the head contributed more often than mem-
bers of the white families.
Earnings of Family Head
The average earnings of the heads of the 242 resident laborer families
for 1936 was $292. The average days worked was 257, giving an average
daily wage of $1.14 (Table 8) . Certain variations as between the nine
parishes studied may be pointed out. Family heads in Lafourche Parish
received the highest average earnings ($340) , whereas those in Lafayette
Parish received the lowest ($259). Laborers in Lafourche Parish worked
a greater number of days (269) than those in Lafayette Parish (260),
though this would account only in small part for this difference.
The average yearly earnings of the white laborers was $331 as com-
pared with $281 for the colored. Here again the slightly greater number
of days worked by the whites (265) than by the colored (255) may ac-
count to some extent for the difference in income.
Possibly a better way of picturing the labor income of the head of the
resident laborer family is to state that roughly 75 per cent of these in-
comes fall within the range of from $250 to $350. The other 25 per cent
are approximately equally divided above and below this range (Table
9) . As between whites and Negroes, however, only 7 per cent of the
whites as compared with 16 per cent of the Negroes fall below $250, and
only 2 per cent of the Negroes as compared with 18 per cent of the
whites receive more than $400. This difference in incomes of whites and













































































































































TABLE 9. Labor Income for Head of Resident Laborer Family, by Color, 1936
Labor Income
For Head
Both Colors White Negro
Number Per cent Number Per cent Number Per cent
Total 242 100.0 55 100.0 187 100.0
Under $100 1 .4 1 .6
$100-149 7 2.9 1 1.8 6 3.2
150-199 5 2 5 5 3.2
200-249 20 8.3 3 5.5 17 9.
1
250-299 121 50.0 21 38.2 100 53.5
58 24.0 16 29.1 42 22.5
350-399 15 6.2 4 7.3 11 5.9
400-449 3 1.3 2 3.6 1 .5
450-499 3 1.2 2 3.6 1 .5
500-549 3 1.2 2 3.6 1 .5
550-599 2 .8 1 1.8 1 .5
600 2 .8 2 3.7
1 .4 1 1.8
matter of wages for equal work, but may lie in the fact that the whites
often have the more responsible jobs which demand a slightly higher
wage.
Cash Earnings of Tenants and Croppers
Few of the tenant and cropper heads on the sugar cane farms received
any cash wages during 1956. Of the 86 reporting, only 9 reported work-
ing for wages, the average amount earned being $178. Three of these 9
were share croppers who worked at cutting wood and in the cane and
cotton fields with an average income of $39.
Two share tenants held jobs during all of 1936 for which they were
paid cash wages, the one an assistant overseer who earned $288, and the
other a blacksmith who earned $360 during the year. Other jobs report-
ed by tenants were: school bus driver for nine months, $459; blacksmith
and carpenter for six months, $160; part-time overseer for three months,
$180; cutting cane, one month, $38.
Although only a few of the tenant and cropper heads worked on cash
jobs, 67 per cent of the tenant families received contributions to the fam-
ily budget from family labor other than the head (Table 10) . The aver-
age amount earned by family members in 1936 was $166, or $31 more than
that earned by members other than the head in the resident labor fam-
ilies.
This same situation obtained with respect to the Negro families as
apart from the white. Members of the Negro tenant families contributed
$143 as compared with $117 in the resident laborer families. This condi-
tion was reversed, however, in the white families, where the members of







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Twenty-five per cent of the tenant families who had children between
the ages of 10 and 15 received a cash contribution from the work of these
children amounting to $62 per family. Of the 19 children making these
contributions, 14 were boys and 5 were girls. Four of the five girls were
colored.
Earnings of Wives
More than two-thirds of the resident laborer families had one or more
members other than the head who contributed to the family income
during 1936. Of those contributing, the average amount contributed was
$135.
Negro wives and children contributed to the family earnings in a larg-
er proportion of the families than the whites although their average con-
tribution was less. Members of 76 per cent of the Negro laborers' families
as compared with 44 per cent of the white laborers' families contributed
to the family income, but the average contribution of the Negroes was
$117 as compared with $247 for the whites.
Considering the contributions of the wives alone, it may be noted that
slightly more than one-half of the wives of resident laborers contributed
to the family income with an average amount of $56. Negro wives work
in relatively much greater numbers than do white wives, and their con-
tributions are also relatively greater. Only 9 per cent of the white wives
contributed, as compared with more than 66 per cent of the Negro wives,
the average addition to the family income for the white being $35, that
for the Negro $57. This difference is partly accounted for by the great
number of Negro women who cut cane during the harvest season.
Earnings of Children
Of the 244 laborer families reporting, 81 had children of from 10 to
15 years of age. Of these 81 families, 50 per cent had children who were
making cash contributions to the family budget.^^ xhe contributions of
these 52 children, for several of the families had more than one child of
this age, made an average addition of $78 to the 41 family incomes. The
bulk of these contributions came from the boys rather than the girls.
Thirty-nine of the 52 contributors were boys, with an average contribu-
tion of $65 as compared with 13 from the girls with an average contribu-
tion of $51. All of the 13 girls were colored. White boys contributed
with roughly the same relative frequency as colored boys, but the average
contribution of the colored boys was $79 as compared with $58 for the
white boys.
Roughly 50 per cent of the labor performed by these children was cut-
ting cane, 15 per cent hoeing, and the remainder divided between jobs as
water boy, house servant and odd jobs of various kinds. There seemed
13 It should be borne in mind that these data represent a situation which obtained
prior to the passage of the present child labor restrictions.
19
to be no marked difference in the type of jobs given white and colored
children. The average days worked by white children was 50 as com-
pared with 68 for the colored. This is reflected in the greater earnings of
the colored children as stated above. The average days worked for both
white and colored children was 64, and the average cash contribution
was $62. This would indicate that the average daily wage is slightly less
than $1.00.^* This would appear to be a relatively high wage for chil-
dren's labor in view of the adult wage scale. On the other hand, the bulk
of this labor is performed during the harvest season when wages are high-
est and the need for laborers is greatest.
Method and Frequency of Wage Payment
Paydays are customarily two weeks apart, although a fifth of the labor-
ers stated that they were paid every week. Less than 2 per cent were paid
on a monthly basis.
More than 90 per cent of the 242 resident laborers interviewed stated
that they were paid in cash for their work. The percentages reporting
other methods of payment are as follows: check, 1 per cent; cash and
order on store, 5 per cent; check and order on store, 3 per cent. Of the
laborers paid in cash, roughly four out of ten resided on farms which did
not maintain commissaries. Of the other six out of ten who did reside on
farms with commissaries, 70 per cent reported that dealing with the com-
missary was compulsory. Hence, although the payment was made in cash,
the laborer felt obliged to use his cash at the local commissary rather
than elsewhere. The reasons for this varied. In some instances the opera-
tor had definitely stated that this was necessary. On the other hand, a
number of the laborers felt that they were expected to trade at the com-
missary and hesitated to refuse to do so for fear of jeopardizing the secur-
ity of their tenure or of disturbing the harmonious relationship that they
now had with their employer. It has already been pointed out that es-
sentially all of the employment received by the resident laborer comes
from the farm on which he lives, and particularly during certain times of
the year there is insufficient labor to go around. Hence, it is to the
especial advantage of the laborer to keep on the best possible terms with
his employer if he expects the maximum amount of work.
Probably as significant, however, as any compulsion which the laborer
may feel from his employer, is the social compulsion resulting from his
location with respect to other centers of trade. With few transportation
facilities, the laborer is impelled by practical necessity to do most of his
trading at the nearest store, and this store is usually the commissary of
the farm on which he lives. It would seem fairly obvious, therefore,
that from the standpoint of shopping about and making his dollar go
the furthest, the average laborer is at a disadvantage. In some instances
it appeared that the commissary prices were as good or better than could
14 This figure is only an approximation and should not be considered as an accurate
statement of actual wages paid children.
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be obtained elsewhere. In these cases the laborer received the benefits o£
the good management o£ the operator. On the other hand, the average
commissary under the setup o£ the typical sugar farm is not subject to the
rugged competition which, for example, obtains among most village and
city stores. The laborer, therefore, whose income is already low, should
stretch the buying power of his dollar to the utmost. Under the present
arrangement and in view of his own limited managerial ability, this possi-
bility hardly seems likely in most cases.
Subsistence from Home Products
The growing of livestock and garden products by resident laborers and
tenants on the sugar farms is done almost entirely for home consumption.
Unfortunately such production is not as great as might be desired even
for subsistence purposes. More than three-fourths of the 328 resident
laborer and tenant families produce some livestock products, but in many
instances such products consisted only of a few eggs for family consump-
tion. Ninety-six per cent of the households reporting livestock products
used their entire production in the home, and none of the families re-
ported using less than one-half of their products for home consumption.
Only two resident laborers reported selling products in the market, and
the amount in each instance was under $5.00 for the entire year. Share
croppers reported no livestock product sales at all. Eight tenants report-
ed selling such products with an average amount of $16.50. None of the
households reported selling milk.
Although admittedly a difficult task, an attempt was made to evaluate
home consumed livestock products in terms of what these foodstuffs
would have brought on the market. The average for the 173 households
reporting such products was $40 (Table 11) . For the nine parishes con-
TABLE 11. Value of Home Produced Products of 242 Resident Laborer
Households Living on 100 Louisiana Sugar Cane Farms, by Parish, 1936
Total Reporting Average
Parish Reporting Home Products^ Value
Number Number Per cent Dollars
242 173 71.5 $40.00
58 41 70.7 34.00
20 17 85.0 34.00
30 21 70.0 34.00
12 9 75.0 79.00
19 11 57.9 81.00
- 44 35 79.5 24.00
26 17 65.0 24.00
16 13 81.0 66.00
17 9 52.9 51.00
^ Of the 173 resident laborer households reporting livestock products, all but two used all of the products
in the home.
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sidered, Lafayette ranked high with $79; and Pointe Coupee and St.
James tied for low place with $24 each.
The three chief types of livestock which one might expect to find on
the premises of the resident laborer are chickens, hogs and cows. Nearly
three-fourths of the laborers had chickens, a fourth had cows and pigs.
As to the chickens, the flocks were small and the egg production medi-
ocre. Six out of ten households reported a dozen chickens, and the ma-
jority of the remainder reported but two dozen. The largest flock re-
ported was seven dozen. The average eggs produced and consumed was
less than one dozen per week the year around, and only two households,
one white and one colored, reported selling any eggs. White households
reported a slightly better production of eggs than colored (Table 12)
.
Of the fourth of the households with cows, more than eight out of ten
had only one, the remainder having two, with the exception of one
household with four. As already stated, none of the households made a
business of selling milk or butter. The average amount of milk used by
those laborer families with cows was slightly over four gallons per week
(Table 13)
.
Of the fourth of the households with pigs, seven out of ten had only
one, the majority of the remainder had but two. The largest number
reported by any one family was nine. In addition, 14 per cent of the
families had fattening hogs. Eight out of ten of these had but one, and
no family reported more than two. Roughly one-fifth of the households
reported the production of lard, with an average of 31 pounds per year
for the resident laborers (Table 14)
.
No beef cattle were reported, but 5 per cent of the families reported
calves, nine out of ten of those reporting having one each. Eleven per
cent reported heifers, nine out of ten having one each. Four per cent
reported brood sows, all of those reporting having but one each.
The above presentation naturally raises the question as to why more
animal products are not grown by these laborers. It would seem reason-
able to suppose that at least sufiicient should be produced for adequate
home consumption. Yet such is not the case. The laborers were ques-
tioned as to the attitude of their employers with respect to raising live-
stock and vegetables for their own use. More than eight out of ten re-
sponded that their landlord encouraged such practices. The implication
of these responses, however, is not entirely clear. Since a very high per-
centage of the landlords furnish their laborers garden space as a per-
quisite, it is plain that growing vegetables is usually encouraged. On the
other hand, a number of the landlords object to livestock because of
damage to crops, particularly if the chickens or stock are not cared for
properly. In considering this matter several factors need to be taken into
account: (1) inclination and ability of laborer to have and care for





















































































































































































































































































stock; (3) cooperation of employer in giving permission
and making
possible the acquisition o£ necessary facilities.
The satisfactoriness of the situation depends finally on the ability of
the employer and laborer to cooperate on these matters. If the laborer
is disinclined or lacks the necessary ability to care for stock, the employer
is helpless save for the possibility of educating the inclinations and abili-
ties of his laborer over a period of time. Many employers have been
doing this with good results over an extended period. On the other
hand, a number of the resident laborers in the present study stated that
they wished to raise livestock products but that they had no adequate
place, no fence, or that, in general, the landlord did not encourage it.
Some evidence along this line resulted from a question to each resident
laborer as to whether he would rather be a regular laborer resident on a
plantation, or whether he would rather be an independent laborer, work-
ing on the farm only during the rush season or other times when his
services were specifically needed. In not a few cases the resident laborer
responded that one of the definite advantages of the independent laborer,
particularly if he owned his own house and plot of ground, was that he
could grow more livestock and garden. The suggestion from this would
seem to be that the initiative for growing more extensive garden and
animal products is limited in many instances by the type of organization
found on the sugar farms. One factor in this situation doubtless is that a
too great dependence is often placed on the employer, which in turn
stunts the initiative of the individual laborer to do things for himself.
Then too, the laborer needs a considerable amount of guidance, since in
the past he has not been in the habit of going ahead on his own. At any
rate, it would seem that an added emphasis on producing products for
home consumption by the resident laborer family would yield highly de-
sirable results both to employer and employee.
TENURE AND OCCUPATIONAL HISTORY
Length of Residence
Resident laborers on the sugar cane farms moved relatively infrequent-
ly. Of the 242 resident laborers interviewed, the average length of resi-
dence on the present farm was 13 years, and the average number of
farms they had lived on since working for themselves as apart from their
parents was 2.5. They had been farming an average of 23 years (Table
15) . Negroes were somewhat less mobile than whites. The average
Negro resident laborer had lived 14 years on the present farm as com-
pared with 9 years for the whites. This may be partially explained, how-
ever, from the fact that the Negroes had been farming slightly longer
than the whites.
Although there are no considerable differences, the share croppers and
tenants appear to be slightly more mobile than the resident laborers, as




















































































































































lived on was slightly greater for both croppers and tenants than for the
resident laborers. From the standpoint of race, Negro share croppers and
tenants show definitely longer periods of residence on particular farms
than whites.
Change in Tenure Status^^
A contributing factor to length of residence of the resident laborer on
a given farm is the fact that he seldom changes tenure status. Such a
change of status might occasion a move, but 84 per cent of the resident
laborers reported no change of tenure status since 1900 (Table 16) . It
TABLE 16. Trend of Tenure Status 1900-1936 for 328 Tenants and Laborers Living





















Total Both Colors .
.
328 100.0 242 100.0 24 100.0 62 100.0
All Up 792 24.1 23 9.5 14 58.3 42 67.7
Down 7 2.1 5 2.1 1 4.2 1 1.6
Both Up and Down 26 7.9 12 4.9 6 25.0 8 12.9
No Change 216 65.9 202 83.5 3 12.5 11 17.7
White
Total White 110 100.0 55 100.0 8 100.0 47 100.0
All Up 42 38.2 5 9.1 5 62.5 32 68.1
Down
Both Up and Down 9 8.2 1 1.8 2 25.0 6 12.8
59 53.6 49 89.1 1 12.5 9 19.1
Negro
Total Negro 218 100.0 187 100.0 16 100.0 15 100.0
All Up 37 17.0 18 9.6 9 56.3 10 66.7
7 3.2 5 2.7 1 6.2 1 6.7
Both Up and Down 17 7.8 11 5.9 4 25.0 2 13.3
No Change 157 72.0 153 81.8 2 12.5 2 13.3
"^The classes of tenure status as here used are from highest to lowest: owner, free of mortgage; owner,
with mortgage; renter, cash or standing; renter, share or share-cash; share cropper; resident laborer;
farm laborer; non-farm laborer.
2 Most of these started at occupations other than farming. Hence roughly only 56 cases show a trend
entirely upward if farming alone is considered.
15 The word "tenure" as used throughout this bulletin refers to man's relation to the
land in the broadest sense. Every agricultural worker has some relation to the land,
regardless of how tenuous it may be. Hence from this point of view it is proper to
regard differences in various types of labor from the standpoint of tenure status.
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should be pointed out in addition that a considerable number of the 16
per cent who reported a change in status have changed from casual farm
work to the more permanent position of resident laborer. This, from the
standpoint of the permanency of the job at least, constitutes an advance-
ment. Two per cent of the 242 interviewed reported having moved down
in status.
Possibly a better view of the relatively fixed class to ^vhich the resident
laborer belongs may be had by pointing out that of the 280 heads of fam-
ilies who started out as laborers, 213 (76 per cent) still remain laborers.
Resident laborer families now occupy this sturdilv built old sla^e quarters.
Twenty have become share croppers, 42 share tenants and 3 cash tenants.
Of 28 who started out as common laborers in occupations other than
sugar farming, 23 (82 per cent) had not progressed beyond the resident
laborer stage. Additional evidence need not be given to make clear the
point that resident laborers on sugar cane farms do not readily climb the
tenure status ladder.
The tenure trend of those who started out above the status of laborer
shows also the infrequency of advance from a lower to a higher status in
the tenure scale. Of the 328 tenants and laborers interviewed, one started
out as an owner. His present status was that of share tenant. Of the
fourteen who started out as share tenants, twelve still remain in this
status, one had become a share cropper and one a laborer. Of the three
who started out as share croppers, two remained in that status and one
had become a cash tenant.
An analysis of the type of advance of 68 tenants and laborers who at
some time had moved up in tenure status shows that the bulk of these
advances was from laborer to share tenant. Of the 68 cases, the numbers
making specified changes in status are as follows: Laborer to share tenant,
42; laborer to cropper, 19; laborer to cash tenant, 4; cropper to renter, 2;
28
renter to owner, l.^^ From this it will be noted that all but three of the
moves constituted a change from laborer to one of the more advanced
classes.
Attitudes Toward Ownership
Apart from the analysis of the tenure history of these families, an at-
tempt was made to determine something of their ambition relative to
ownership. Of the total 328 families interviewed, nine out of ten stated
that they preferred farm ownership to their present status. All but 2 per
cent of the tenants indicated such a desire as compared with all but 13
per cent of the resident laborers. The significance of this difference is not
clear other than the possible explanation that many of the laborers re-
gard ownership for them as too remote to be included among their prac-
tical ambitions. Slightly fewer colored than white families expressed the
desire to own a farm.
Although nine out of ten families wanted to own farms, only 5 per cent
of them stated that they ever actually expected to do so. Among the ten-
ants, one out of six expected to own a farm as compared with one out of
fifty among the resident laborers. None of the 24 croppers reported the
expectancy of ownership. Since those reporting expectancy of ownership
are now largely tenants and since the preponderance of tenants are white,
it is clear that the expectancy for the colored group is relatively low. On
the other hand, of the 16 colored tenants, one out of four expected to
become an owner as compared with one out of six of the 62 white
tenants.
More than three-fourths of the families indicating a desire to own
farms wished to do so because of the economic advantage assumed to be
attached to farm ownership. Most of them spoke of this in terms of a
better living. Of the other quarter, 13 per cent placed the major em-
phasis for their desire on more freedom in running their own affairs, 4
per cent on the possibility of a better garden under their own ownership,
the remainder giving various other reasons.
PERQUISITES AND CREDIT
Type of Perquisites
In addition to their wages, all resident laborers reported receiving per-
quisites of one kind or another (Table 17) . Eight out of every ten re-
ceived a house, garden space, wood and a team for hauling the wood.
Three out of every ten were furnished potatoes or some other vege-
tables. In the furnishing of vegetables, varied practices obtained. In
some instances they were given outright. Occasionally the operator, with
the help of his laborers, maintained a vegetable garden to which they
might go for supplies. This type of arrangement was reported by some-
thing over one out of ten of the laborers. Milk was furnished in less than
1 per cent of the cases and eggs in slightly over 1 per cent.






























































































































































































Somewhat of a historical perspective in the matter of perquisites may
be had from the following quotation taken from a study made in 1900-
1901, describing the situation at Cinclare Central Factory, West Baton
Rouge Parish, Louisiana:
Each family is furnished with a cabin or portion of one, as the case may be, free of
charge, . . . They are assigned a garden spot, and allowed the use of a mule on Satur-
day afternoons, and also the use of a wagon to haul wood, for which no charge is
made. Sometimes wood is furnished free during the grinding season, as the laborers
are needed for plantation work, and it is more profitable to have their labor and give
them wood rather than lose their labor while they are cutting wood themselves. Some,
however, prefer to buy their wood and seek to occupy their time in working their
gardens; others are too lazy to work gardens.
The same study reveals somewhat different conditions at Calumet
Plantation, St. Mary Parish, Louisiana:
The laborer is furnished with a house just the same as at Cinclare. . . . Each family
has a garden about its house, but the people are discouraged from taking any land in
the field, as they never raise anything upon it. Very few cultivate even the house
gardens, though many of them spade and prepare the land. They rarely have enter-
prise enough to buy seed. These gardens are too small to warrant plowing. The
owner does not permit the people to haul their own wood or to use the teams for any
purposes except to do plantation work. After they have cut their wood it is hauled in
for them by a special teamster at a charge of 15 cents per load if the wood comes from
the plantation on which the people live, and 75 cents if they go to one of the owners
of adjoining properties, or to any of the neighbors. Wood is never furnished free, but
it is sometimes sold to the Negroes at cost. The factory hands work every Saturday
afternoon and buy all their wood the year round. The laborers are paid in cash. Two
stores are on the plantation, both rented out, which have to meet outside competition.
The plantation also has a ration room. From this, dry salt shoulders, flour, and meal
are issued on account to those who have neither money nor credit with which to buy
at the stores of the neighborhood.
Value of Perquisites
The task of assigning accurate monetary value to perquisites is ex-
tremely difficult not only because of the difficulty of ascertaining the
market values of the items in question but also because of the usual un-
certainty of the exact quantity and quality of the items. Particularly dif-
ficult is the matter of arriving at proper estimates of the rental value of
houses. Using local market prices as a basis, however, and in consulta-
tion with the laborers themselves, the following estimates as to the total
value of perquisites received during the past year were arrived at: resi-
dent laborers, $39; share croppers, $64; tenants, $62; average for all
17
J. Bradford Laws, op. cit., p. 110.
^^Ibid., p. 111.
19 For further discussion of perquisites given resident laborers, see the author's bul-
letin, The Sugar Cane Farm—A Social Study of Labor and Tenancy, Louisiana State
University Agricultural Experiment Station Bulletin No. 320, University, Louisiana,
1940. The average value of perquisites as estimated by 74 operators for their 898 resi-
dent laborer families was $69. House rental was the chief item causing this figure to
be considerably higher than that quoted above. The monthly rental value assigned by
the operator was in a great many instances considerably higher than that assigned by
the laborer.
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three classes, $45. Negroes received an estimated average of $37 as com-
pared with $61 for the whites.
Consideration was given to the perquisites given resident laborers on
the various sizes of farms, but no conclusive trend in this regard was evi-
dent. The lowest values reported were for the farms with less than 50
acres in cane ($37) and those with from 1,000 to 5,000 acres ($35) , but
in the former group only four cases reported. The very largest farms,
with 5,000 or more acres of cane, show a value of $42, which is somewhat
above the average. The value of perquisites to Negro families is consist-
ently lower on all sizes of farms and shows but slight variation, the lowest
being $33 for the 87 families living on farms with from 1,000 to 5,000
acres of cane and the highest ($40) for the 12 families living on farms
with from 260 to 500 acres of cane. On the other hand, the range of the
white families is from $37 to $68.
The largest item in the perquisite value was that of house rental which,
as estimated, averaged $25 a year for the resident laborers. Negro houses
were frequently poorer than those occupied by the whites, the average
estimated annual rental value of the former being $22 as compared with
$34 for the whites.^o Share cropper and tenant houses were rated some-
what higher than those of the resident laborers, the average annual rental
value for the cropper being $36 and that of the tenant $50. Here again
the white houses were rated somewhat higher than the Negro: average
annual rental value, white, cropper, $43; tenant, $56; average annual
rental value, Negro, cropper, $33; tenant, $31.
Possibly the next most important perquisite item is that of wood.
Roughly eight out of ten of the 328 resident laborer, tenant and cropper
families were furnished wood, with an average value assigned of $5.70.
This did not include hauling, since this was usually done by the laborer
himself, and in most cases, particularly with the resident laborers and
croppers, with the operator's team. In a great many instances, this wood
was available on the operator's farm and was to be had for working it up
and hauling it. Frequently, some sort of a deal was arranged between
the operator and the laborer whereby the operator got all or a part of the
wood for his own personal use worked up by the laborer for the use of
the equipment the laborer used in getting his own wood. The most usual
amount of wood furnished by the operator to the laborers, croppers and
tenants was from 7 to 10 cords. Two hundred fifty-three of the total 328
households reported having wood furnished, the percentages of these
households receiving specified amounts being as follows: 5 cords or less,
9 per cent; 6 cords, 11 per cent; 7 to 10 cords, 43 per cent; 11 to 14 cords,
20 Although comparable data are not available for Louisiana, sample studies made in
1935-36 by the U. S. Departments of Labor and Agriculture valued housing accommo-
dations of agricultural laborers in Mississippi at about the same rate. The following
valuations were presented: white share croppers, $30; Negro share croppers, |21. (O. E.
Baker, Ralph Borsodi and M. L. Wilson, Agriculture in Modern Life, Harper and Bros.,
New York, 1939, p. 285.)
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19 per cent; 15 cords and over, 18 per cent. The value o£ the wood was
figured roughly at 50 cents per cord, exclusive of hauling.
Approximately eight out of ten of all resident laborers and croppers
were furnished teams for hauling their wood and for other similar items.
Among the tenants, only 10 per cent reported being furnished a team,
since naturally most of them had teams of their own. The average value
assigned for the annual use of these teams was $3.20. Here again there
is no suitable way of arriving at the value of this item. Many operators
have estimated it at a figure much higher than the above. On the other
hand, a number of the laborers claimed that they earned their use of the
team by free labor which they gave the operator. The essential fact is
that most of the operators do allow the use of a team to their laborers
for hauling up their wood and possibly some garden work. These services
are necessary to the laborer and could be obtained only with considerable
difficulty, if at all, were they not furnished by the operator. Yet they
actually cost the operator relatively little. The situation, therefore, be-
comes one of cooperative relationship between the operator and his la-
borer, and it may be seriously questioned whether it is possible to arrive
at a correct financial evaluation of this, or whether in fact it is relevant
to speak of it in such terms.
Other items such as garden space and the furnishing of vegetables come
in somewhat the same category. The average annual rental value of the
This operator left off repairing his resident laborer cabins when his income was cut.
Note the painted cabins in the rear with screened windows, remodelled porches, and
wooden fences as compared with the wooden-shuttered, unpainted cabins in the fore-
ground.
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garden space which was furnished eight out of ten of the households was
estimated to be $5.00. Two out of ten of the households were furnished
potatoes at an average value of $6.50, and slightly under one-tenth of the
households were furnished other vegetables at an average value of $5.10.
Number Receiving Credit Advances
Nine out of ten of the laborers, tenants and croppers received credit
advances in 1936 (Table 18) . Of these, slightly over one-half received the
credit from their landlord, a fourth from a merchant, and a small num-
ber from both landlord and merchant. Six per cent, all of whom were
tenants, received credit from other sources (see footnote. Table 18)
.
TABLE 18. Source of Credit in 1936 of Tenants and Resident Laborers Living on
100 Louisiana Sugar Cane Farms, by Tenure Status and Color
Both Colors
Source of Credit

















Total Both Colors. . 328 100 242 100 24 100 62 100
Used No Credit 44 13 31 13 3 13 10 16
175 53 148 61 12 50 15 24
81 25 62 26 7 29 12 19









Total White 110 100 55 100 8 100 47
100
24 22 13 24 2 25 9 19
33 30 21 38 2 25 10 21
30 27 20 36 4 50 6 13









Total Negro 218 100 187 100 16 100 15
100
LIsed No Credit 20 9 18 10 1 6 1 7
142 65 127 68 10 63 5 33
51 23 42 22 3 19 6 40






^ T wo or tne lo tenants reporting liicil Liicy ic^civcvj ^i^km^k. ^..^..^
from the South Louisiana Production Credit Association.
2 This category includes the followinR: South Louisiana Production Credit
Associaticn, 6; Resettle-
ment Administration. 4; State A-ricultural Credit Corporation, 3; Opelousas Production
Credit Associa-
tion. 3; Rural Rehabilitation. 1; private individual. 1; and bank. 1. Three
of those receiving credit
from the Resettlement Administration were Negroes.
S4:
The source of credit advance differed somewhat as between the three
tenure groups: Almost two-thirds of the resident laborers, as compared
with one-half of the croppers and less than one-fourth of the tenants, re-
ceived credit from their landlords. Slightly more than one-fourth of resi-
dent laborer and cropper families received credit from store merchants.
Almost one-third of the tenants received all of their credit from sources
other than landlords or merchants.
Of the 242 resident laborers, only 31, or 13 per cent, used no credit at
all. Less than 10 per cent of the Negroes used no credit, as compared
with 24 per cent of the whites. Also, the Negro laborers depended more
largely on their landlords for credit than did the whites. Sixty-eight per
cent of the Negroes received credit from their landlords as compared
with 38 per cent of the whites.
Amount and Frequency of Credit Advances
An average advance of $149 was extended the resident laborers in 1936
(Table 19) . Of these, 38 were extended less than $100 and 2 more than
TABLE 19. Amount of Advance Extended to Resident Laborer and Tenant
Households Living on 100 Louisiana Sugar Cane Farms in
1936, BY Type of Tenure and Color
Both Colors




300 -f-Report- Num- Per Average Under 100- 151- 201-
ing ber cent Advance $100 150 200 299
Total 328 284 86.6 $328.23 43 102 59 43 37
Resident Laborer
.
242 211 87.2 148.67 38 89 52 30 2
Share Cropper . . . 24 21 87.5 264.90 8 4 4 5
Tenant 62 52 83.9 1082.44 5 5 3 9 30
White
]10 86 78.2 699.63 5 22 12 17 30
Resident Laborer
.
55 42 76.4 184.14 2 16 11 11 2
Share Cropper . . . 8 6 75.0 222.50 3 2 1
Tenant 47 38 80.9 1344.70 3 3 1 4 27
Negro
Negro 218 198 90.8 166,92 38 80 47 26 7
Resident Laborer
.
187 169 90.4 139.80 36 73 41 19
Share Cropper . . . 16 15 93.8 281.86 5 4 2 4
Tenant 15 14 93.3 370.57 2 2 2 5 3
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|300. Advances to Negro resident laborers averaged |140 as compared
with $184 for whites. Most of the landlord 21 advances to resident labor-
ers were either for two-week periods or for between paydays, the bulk of
the remainder being on a monthly basis. With the exception of one
share cropper who received monthly advances and one tenant who re-
ceived advances between paydays, all of the share croppers and tenants
received their advances on a yearly basis. There was little difference in
frequency of advances between white and colored households.
The above figures represent cumulative advances for the period of the
year. Hence, the amount which the laborer was indebted at any one
time was not likely to be much in excess of the amount of his wages for
the two weeks or other given period between his paydays. During the
slack season, however, the laborers frequently ran somewhat behind in
their finances. When this occurs payment is usually made in full during
the next harvest season, when work is plentiful and wages higher.
Indebtedness for Old Advances
Roughly 10 per cent of the resident laborers, reported that they were
indebted for old advances^^ which they had received. The average of
such old debts was $7.50. Of the 27 reporting such debts, 3 of the debts
were under $5.00, 21 from $5.00 to $10.00, and 3 over $10.00. From this
it will be seen that these advances are kept pretty well paid up. In issu-
ing the advance the operator commonly bases it on the labor value of
the individual in question. That is to say, he extends the credit at such
time as it is needed, but usually in keeping with the labor value of the
individual. Consequently, outside of unusual occurrences, the operator
usually gets his money back. Then too, as has already been pointed out,
the amount which the operator has out at any one time to a particular
individual is usually not very great.
Form of Advance
Of the 211 resident laborers receiving advances, 203, or more than 96
per cent, received their advances through store orders. Of these 203
families, 141 lived on farms where there was a commissary. In the case
of these 141 families, approximately 95 per cent stated that their advance
was through the commissary. The bulk of the remaining 5 per cent
stated that they received no advance. Hence the amount of advance,
spoken of in preceding paragraphs, usually represents an amount of
store credit rather than actual cash. Also, the credit in roughly two-thirds
of these cases came through the commissary and in the other one-third of
the cases from stores not on the farm in question (Table 20) .
21 Advances made by merchants differed little in frequency or amount from those
made by the landlords. Of the 63 resident laborer households reporting advances from
merchants, 8 per cent were usually made on a weekly basis; 24 per cent semi-monthly;
29 per cent monthly; and 40 per cent between paydays.
22 Usually interpreted to mean debts which have run over a harvest season.
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TABLE 20. Form of Advance Extended 160 Tenant and Resident Laborer Families
Who Report That Landlord Has Commissary, by Type of Tenure
Form of Advance
Total Resident Laborer TenANT
Number Per cent Number Per cent Number Per cent
160 100.0 141 100.0 19 100.0
141 88.1 133 94.3 8 42.1
6 3.8 1 .7 5 26.3
7 4.3 2 1.4 5 26.3
6 3.8 5 3.6 1 5.3
Previously a statement was made relative to the obligation which
laborers felt to trade in the commissary of the farm on which they
resided. It may readily be seen that such patronage becomes largely
compulsory where the laborer received credit through the commissary.
Hence, when two-thirds of the resident laborers residing on farms main-
taining commissaries reported that dealing with these commissaries was
compulsory, it is fairly clear that such would of necessity be the situation
where credit was extended through the commissary. Of the share crop-
pers living on the farms with commissaries, 70 per cent, as compared
with 33 per cent of tenants, stated that trading in the commissary
was
compulsory. There was no significant difference in this regard as be-
tween the races for any of the tenure classes.
SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC RELATIONS TO LANDLORD
Dependence in Emergency
Since most people are dependent on each other in one way or another,
it is not surprising that eight out of ten of the families interviewed in-
dicated dependence on an outside source in case of emergency. The
source of this help offers a significant index to the social and economic
alignments of these agricultural workers.
That croppers and tenants reported less outside dependence than
laborers may be partially ascribed to the better economic status of the
former groups. On the other hand, interdependency, particularly of the
cooperative type, may be regarded as a mark of cultural advancement.
A distinction should be made, however, between spontaneous coopera-
tion by the relatively equal members of a group, and the state of servile
dependency which frequently characterizes the position of the laborer
in the so-called cooperative relation with his landlord. This latter
rela-
tion has little of cooperative self-help in it and its effect is likely
to be
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that of throttling initiative and further intensifying a one-sided depen-
dence on the landlord's help.
From the standpoint of self-help, that is, the attempt to work out
some of their own problems rather than to refer them to the charity of
the landlord, the Negro in some respects seems to have made a better
adjustment than the white (Table 21) . Although an essentially equal
number, 56 per cent of the whites and 58 per cent of the Negroes, re-
ported dependence on their landlords, it is worthy of note that 36 per
cent of the Negroes as compared with only 24 per cent of the whites re-
ported partial dependence on insurance. It need scarcely be pointed out
that dependency on insurance, which essentially is a cooperative effort
on the part of those belonging to the insurance group and which really
amounts to self-help, is of a distinctly different order than dependence
upon the uncertainties of charitable help from another person. A pre-
TABLE 21. Outside Sources Depended on in an Emergency by Tenants ani? Larorers
Living on 100 Louisiana Sugar Cane Farms, by Type of Tenure and Color
Both Colors

















Total Both Colors . . 328 100 242 100 24 100 62 100
53 16 17 7 5 21 31 50
163 50 140 58 10 42 13 21
108 33 84 35 7 29 17 27
Relatives and Other 4 1 1 * 2 8 1 2
White
Total White 110 100 55 100 8 100 47 100
No One 35 32 11 20 2 25 22 46
45 41 31 56 2 25 12 26
29 26 13 24 4 50 12 26
Rel-^.tives and Other 1 1 1 2
Negro
Total Negro 218 100 187 100 16 100 15 100
18 8 6 o 3 19 9 60
118 54 109 58 8 50 1 7
79 36 71 38 3 19 5 33
Relatives and Other 3 2 1 1 2 12
*Less than .5 per cent.
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vious report on this study pointed out that operators felt a definite re-
sponsibility of "looking after" the families living on their respective
farms.23 xhe motives of the individual operators in assuming this atti-
tude need not be questioned. On the other hand, a social custom which
in any way stunts the initiative of the individual or keeps him from doing
the utmost that he can for himself, is likely in the long run to be detri-
mental to all parties concerned. Present attitudes in this matter are dic-
tated largely by immediate needs. That is to say, under the present
situation, many workers are in need of paternalistic protection and the
operators are in a position to give it. Granted that this is correct, it may
still be maintained that the social goal might well be the alleviation
whenever and wherever possible of the one-sided dependency of any
group upon another group or individual and the substitution therefor of
as much individual initiative and self-direction as is compatible with
cooperative relationships.
Emergency Loans
Although six out of ten of the resident laborers interviewed stated
that they depended on their landlords in times of emergency, less than
three-fourths had ever received such emergency loans (Table 22) . It is,
of course, to be understood that the dependency mentioned may have
taken forms other than financial loans. A somewhat greater proportion
of resident laborers than croppers or tenants reported financial emer-
gency loans.
The proportion of whites and Negroes receiving emergency loans from
their landlords was approximately the same, the percentages being 44 for
the whites and 43 for the Negroes. Among the share croppers 13 per cent
of the whites as compared with 19 per cent of the Negroes stated that
they had received loans.
Recency of Loans
In order to obtain some measure of the frequency of emergency loans
from the landlord, each worker who had received such loans was asked
how recently he had received such aid. The results indicate considerable
differences as between individual families. Of the 55 resident laborer
families reporting, roughly one-third indicated that they had received a
loan during the past six months, another third stated that it had been
from six months to a year, and approximately a fifth stated that it had
been from one to two years ago. Approximately 15 per cent stated that
it had been from two to five years since they had received such aid.
Repayment of Loans
Emergency loans made to resident laborers by landlords were reported
to have been paid in 93 per cent of the cases. Negroes reported payment
in 95 per cent of the cases as compared with 88 per cent for the whites.


































































Seven out of ten of these loans were repaid with labor, the remainder in
cash. There was no significant variation as between whites and Negroes
in this regard. There appears to be a tendency for the loans to be paid
in cash on the larger farms to a greater extent than on the smaller ones,
although the number of cases is not sufficient to justify a definite state-
ment. Of eight cases located on farms with less than 175 acres of cane,
only one loan was repaid in cash, whereas of 53 cases on farms with
more than 1,000 acres of cane, 22 loans were repaid in cash.
HOUSING AND HOME CONVENIENCES
Type of House
As previously stated, resident laborers are furnished their houses as
perquisites by the farm operators. These houses are usually small, single-
walled, unceiled, frame dwellings. Many of them are equipped with
hinged, wooden shutters instead of windows, and few of them are
screened. Although they are ordinarily built to house a single family, in
some instances they are constructed to accommodate two or more fam-
ilies. The great bulk of the cottages are unpainted, though some of them
show evidences of more or less recent applications of whitewash. Own-
ers frequently indicated that they should like to provide their laborers
with more satisfactory houses if they could afford to do so. The houses
of a given farm are usually clustered along a road or lane in the vicinity
of the operator's residence. Share croppers and tenant houses are in gen-
eral somewhat larger and more desirable than those of the resident
laborers.
Only slightly more than one-third of the houses visited had windows
with glass, most of them having hinged, wooden shutters instead.
Roughly seven out of ten of the croppers and tenants had glass windows
in their houses, but less than three out of ten of the resident laborers'
houses were so equipped.
A comparison of white and Negro houses reveals that a much greater
proportion of the white houses (69 per cent) had glass windows than did
the Negro houses (18 per cent) . As would be expected from the figures
presented above, among the whites and Negroes, tenants and share crop-
pers had considerably higher averages of glass windows than did the resi-
dent laborers.
As regards screening, fewer screened windows are evident in the area
than glass windows. Of the entire number of families interviewed, only
slightly over 18 per cent reported screened windows, regardless of the
number or condition of the screens. Of the racial groups, 6 per cent of
the Negro houses had screened windows as compared with 42 per cent of
the whites' houses, though it will be recalled that the whites constitute
only about a third of the labor force in the sugar plantation area. On




The most common laborer house consisted of two rooms (Table 23)
.
Next in order of frequence were three-room, four-room, five-room, one-
room and six-room houses. Of the 10 families out of the total of 242 under
consideration living in one-room houses, all were .Negro. As a matter of
general observation, it might be said that the Negro houses were usually
not as desirable as those of the whites. The average Negro house with 2.8
rooms averaged slightly more than one room smaller than the average
white house with 3.9 rooms. Roughly four out of ten of all Negroes lived
in two-room houses, as compared with less than one out of ten of the
whites. Share croppers and tenants lived in larger houses than resident la-
borers but here again the whites had somewhat larger houses, averaging
for the whites slightly over five rooms per house and for the Negroes less
than three rooms per house. Most of these houses had porches of some
TABLE 23. Number of Rooms in Houses of Louisiana Sugar Farm Residents,
BY Tenure and Color, 1936
Both Colors
House- Houses Having Specified
Type of Tenure holds Average Number of Rooms
Report- Rooms
ing 1 2 3 4 5 6
Total Both Colors
328 3.4 10 85 88 86 37 22
100.0 3.1 25.9 26.8 26.2 11.3 6.7
242 3.0 10 80 74 51 21 6
24 3.9 5 6 6 5 2
62 4.8 8 29 11 14
White
Total White
Number 110 4.6 4 21 38 27 20
100.0 3.6 19.1 34.5 24.6 18.2
Resident Laborer 55 3.9 4 17 16 13 5
8 5.4 3 4 1
47 5.1 4 19 10 14
Negro
Total Negro
2218 2 9 10 81 67 48 10
100.0 4.6 37.2 30.7 22.0 4.6 .9
187 2 8 10 76 57 35 8 1
16 3 2 5 6 3 1 1
15 3 8 4 10 1
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Representative resident laborers' dwellings.
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kind, but in the sample of 242 resident laborers' houses none was
screened. Likewise, none of the cropper houses had screened porches, and
only three of the tenant houses, all of which were occupied by white ten-
ants, had screened porches.
Home Conveniences
As used in this study, the term "home convenience" includes such
items as telephone, radio, sewing machine and phonograph, as well as
bath tubs, running water and electricity. Of these items, the convenience
possessed most frequently by the resident laborer and tenant families was
the sewing machine. More than one-half of the families possessed sewing
machines. Differences existed, however, between the various tenure
groups. Among the tenant families, 97 per cent owned machines as com-
pared with roughly two-thirds among the share croppers and slightly over
one-third of the resident laborers. The greater proportion of the ma-
chines were possessed by white families, only 3 per cent being without
machines as contrasted with 65 per cent among the Negroes.
From the economic as well as the convenience standpoint, probably
the sewing machine should be regarded as a necessity in the rural home.
This may explain its relative frequency. Of the other items, only the ice
box and the phonograph were found in appreciable numbers, 14 per
cent of the families reporting ownership of each. Five per cent reported
radios, 4 per cent electricity, and smaller percentages running water, bath
tubs, telephone or daily or weekly papers. Among the Negro families
none reported any of the above items other than sewing machine, ice box
and phonograph. Among the white families, these three items were the
only ones possessed by any of the share croppers.
The conventional wood stove used throughout the rural South fur-
nished the cooking medium for more than nine out of ten of the families.
Of the 20 families having other facilities, 19 utilized oil stoves, the re-
maining family (colored) using a fireplace. Sixteen of the 20 families
were white, and all but three of them were in the resident laborer group.
Forty per cent of the families obtained their drinking water from
pump wells, roughly 25 per cent each from cisterns and tanks, 5 per cent
from hydrants and 2 per cent from the river. The extreme difficulty of
getting good water from wells in this section doubtless accounts for the
large percentage using cisterns and tanks. Among the resident laborers,
37 per cent obtained their water from pump wells, 35 per cent from tanks,
21 per cent from cisterns, 5 per cent from hydrants and 2 per cent from
the river. Of the total of eight families obtaining drinking water from
the river, five were resident laborers, three were share croppers, but all
were colored. Ten of the 328 families had running water in the house.
COMMUNITY RELATIONS
The community life of the resident laborer families of the "Sugar
Bowl," as in other rural areas of the deep South, is centered about
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churches and trade centers, visits with friends and relatives, and attend-
ance at meetings of various social and fraternal organizations. The more
formal aspects of the social life of the people can be measured by the
extent to which family members participate in these activities. Informal
group activities, though equally or even more important than those in
formal groups, are less tangible and much more difficult of analysis. Such
day-by-day acts as gossiping in the field or borrowing of household
articles or commodities, while constituting the very essence of group liv-
ing, do not easily lend themselves to analysis. Though such activities are
not examined in this study, their presence and importance are fully
recognized.
Church Attendance
Of the formal community activities, attendance at church was by far
the most important. Ninety-four per cent of the entire group of families
stated that one or more of their members regularly attended church
(Table 24) . There was practically no tenure or racial variation in this
regard, no one group having over 7 per cent of its members who did not
attend church. This high attendance rate is probably largely accounted
for by the community as well as the religious aspect of the church. For
the people look upon church services as an occasion for meeting and
talking with acquaintances and friends as well as an opportunity for
religious service.
Fraternal Organizations
Next to church meetings, those of fraternal organizations were most
frequently attended. More than 60 per cent of the people interviewed
belonged to such organizations. As in the case of churches, there were
few racial or tenure variations in membership, with one exception. A
greater proportion of tenants, both white and colored, than of any other
tenure group belonged to such organizations. The higher economic
status of these individuals probably accounts for this larger membership.
Almost all of these societies were affiliated with sickness and burial in-
surance companies. As in the case of the church services, meetings afford
an opportunity for informal visiting and talking, apart from the official
business of the meeting.
Movies and Entertainments
Approximately 17 per cent of the households interviewed reported
attendance at motion picture shows. Considerable racial and tenure
differences were evident in this activity. Thirty-seven per cent of the
whites and 7 per cent of the Negroes reported attendance. For the
24 Laws, op. cit., contends that the church represents the only expression of group
life for the workers and explains that it is the only place where they can get
together
(in a group) and tal kthings over. While an extreme view, it is probable that
the im-
portance of the rural church as a social organization has been generally under em-
phasized.
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TABLE 24. Participation in Social Organizations of 328 Tenant and Laborer
Households Living on Louisiana Sugar Cane Farms, by Tenure
Status and Color, 1936
Both Colors
Reporting Participation
A.CTIVITY Participated In Total Resident Liiborer Share Cropper Tenant
Num- Per ' Num- Per Num- Per Num- Per




226 93 23 96 59 95
33 10 : 24 10 1 4 8 13
Movies 57 17
1; 31 13 4 17 22 36
Dances 39 12
\
18 7 4 17 17 27
53 16 ' 36 15 2 8 15 24
206 63 !! 147 61 15 63 44 71
Visit Friends and Relatives
.
194 59 144 60 14 58 36 58
White
Church 104 94 51 93 8 100 45 96
21 19 12 22 1 13 8 17
Movies 41 37 18 33 3 38 20 43
Dances 32 29 16 29 2 25 14 30
28 25 13 24 2 25 13 28
Fratemal Organizations.. . . 71 64 33 60 5 63 33 70
Visit Friends and Relatives 69 63 37 67 6 75 26 55
Negro
Church 204 94 175 94 15 94 14 93
12 5 12 6
16 13 11 6 2 13
Dances 7 32 2 1 2 13 3 20
Entertainments 25 11 23 12 2 13
Fraternal Organizations. . . . 135 62 114 61 10 63 111 73
Visit Friends and Relatives 125 57 107 57 8 50 10 68
most part the mo^•ies are a^'ailable to the Negroes as well as to the whites.
The rather marked differential in attendance might be accounted for
partially on the basis of individual preference but probably more largely
on the basis of the lower incomes among the Negroes, coupled with
transportation factors which render the movies less accessible to them
than to the whites.
Attendance is proportionately greater among the tenants than among
the other tenure groups. Among the -vvhites, more croppers than resident
laborers attend, whereas the opposite obtains among the Negroes.
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In general, formal entertainments were attended relatively infre-
quently, only 16 per cent of the families reporting attendance by their
members. As between the races, 25 per cent of the whites as compared
with 12 per cent of the colored reported such activity. Little variation
existed between the tenure groups of the races, with the exception of the
colored croppers, who reported no attendance at entertainments.
As to socials, 19 per cent of the whites and 6 per cent of the Negroes
reported such attendance. Tenure differences were relatively small.
Dances as a form of amusement occupied a relatively small place,
less than a third of the whites and only 3 per cent of the Negroes
reporting such attendance. As to the resident laborers, only 1 per cent
reported attendance at dances. The commercial aspect of these affairs
doubtless tends to keep down the attendance among the laborers. The
conventional types of public dances are either script dances, in which an
orchestra is hired and couples charged a fee for entrance, or the more
informal type of nickelodeon dance in which the phonograph furnishes
music when nickels are dropped into the slot. These dances are held in
the commercial recreational halls, which are scattered throughout the
area.
Although not usually regarded as a social function, the frequent trips
to the nearby villages on Saturdays and other trading days doubtless fill
a large gap in the social life of the resident laborer. Six out of ten of the
families reported making such trips weekly, but less than one out of ten
went more frequently than once per week. On the other hand, two out
of ten reported going to the village only once per month, and a few
(4.5 per cent) reported going only once or twice per year. Of these latter,
nearly all were colored. Although the ostensible purpose of going to town
is to make necessary purchases, actually most of the day is spent talking
with neighbors and friends and playing games. That the workers regard
this type of visiting as filling a real need is evidenced by the illustration
given by one employer who has tried without success to persuade his
laborers to avail themselves of the considerable saving by buying coal
oil in five-gallon lots. Apparently the laborers regarded the excuse for
more frequent trips to town as more than sufficient compensation for the
higher prices paid for their piece-meal purchases.
Young People*s Organizations
Scarcely any organized activity for the young people was found outside
of the church. Roughly one-fourth of the families reported children be-
longing to church organizations. There was little variation between
whites and colored. Only five families reported children belonging to
some organization in addition to the church. Of these, one was a school
organization, one a 4-H Club, and the other three unclassified. Out of the
total 328 families, 247, or approximately three out of four, had no chil-
dren belonging to organizations.
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SUMMARY STATEMENTS
1. More than eight out o£ ten of the 1,000 families (exclusive of owners
and special workers) living on the farms studied, had the tenure
status of resident laborers. Of these, more than three-fourths were
colored.
2. More than one out of four of the families spoke French exclusively,
and an additional one out of five spoke French and English. Among
the white families, six out of ten spoke French almost exclusively as
compared with one out of ten among the Negroes.
3. Ninety-six per cent of the heads of families were born in Louisiana,
the remainder coming from relatively nearby.
4. Heads of resident laborer families show an excess of those in the
younger age groups as compared with Louisiana as a whole.
5. Resident laborer families were slightly smaller than either the cropper
or tenant families. Negro households averaged 4.4 persons, which is
approximately one person smaller than the average white household.
6. Nearly one-half of the male family heads of tenants, croppers and la-
borers had received no formal education. Of all of the families, five
received daily papers and two weekly papers.
7. The employment of resident laborers was confined almost entirely to
the farms upon which they lived, only three out of 242 having re-
ported work elsewhere.
8. Though the jobs done by resident laborers were quite varied, they
were concentrated largely in the harvest and the planting and grow-
ing seasons.
9. Two hundred and five of the 242 laborers reported work during
the planting and growing season at an average wage of 96 cents per
day. The average daily earnings for cutting cane was |1.37.
10. Roughly three-fourths of the resident laborer families reported a
gross cash income for the past year, including the contributions of
wives and children, of from $250 to $500. White families had slightly
larger incomes than Negroes, though Negro family members con-
tributed more than white family members.
11. Eighty-one of the resident laborer families had children of from 10 to
15 years of age. Of these children roughly one-half contributed to the
family budget, with an average contribution of $78. White and col-
ored boys contributed with approximately the same relative frequency
but the colored boys contributed greater amounts. All of the girl con-
tributors were colored.
12. Paydays were customarily two weeks apart, and 90 per cent of the
payment was made in cash. Of those who received cash payment, six
out of ten lived on farms maintaining commissaries.
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13. Nearly three-fourths of the laborers had chickens. A fourth had cows
and pigs, usually only one each.
14. The growing of livestock and garden products by resident laborers
and tenants was done almost entirely for home consumption. Only
two of the 242 resident laborers reported having sold any products in
the market.
15. Resident laborers moved rather infrequently, the average length of
residence on the present farm being 13 years and the average number
of farms lived on since working for themselves as apart from their
parents being 2.5.
16. The average colored resident laborer had lived 14 years on the present
farm as compared with 9 years for the whites.
17. The resident laborer belongs to a relatively fixed tenure cla'^. Of 280
heads of families who started out as laborers, nearly eight out of ten
still remained laborers.
18. Although roughly one out of ten of the resident laborers stated that
he would like to attain the status of ownership, only one out of fifty
thought he would ever do so.
19. Eight out of every ten resident laborers received as perquisites a house,
garden space, wood and a team for hauling the wood.
20. Nine out of ten of the resident laborers, croppers and tenants received
credit advances. Of these, slightly over one-half received the credit
from their landlord, a fourth from a merchant, and a small number
from both landlord and merchant. The conventional length of ad-
vance was between the two-week pay periods.
21. Of the 211 resident laborers receiving advances, 203, or 96 per cent,
received them through store orders. Ten per cent of the laborers
stated that they were indebted for old advances, the average amount
of which was |7.50.
22. Approximately six out of ten of the laborers reported dependence on
their landlords in case of emergency. Landlords also reported that
they felt this responsibility. Though the families appear to be in need
of this immediate protection, the desirability of fostering such de-
pendence is open to serious question as a long-run policy.
23. Seven out of ten of the tenants and croppers had glass windows in
their houses, as compared with three out of ten for the resident
laborers.
24. Two out of ten of all houses had some screening. Among the colored
houses, less than one out of ten had screening.
25. The most commonly found laborer house consisted of two rooms with
three-, four-, and five-room houses next in order of frequency. Share
cropper and tenant houses averaged larger than laborer houses.
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26. Over one-third of the laborer households possessed sewing machines.
The proportion was greater for whites than for colored.
27. Fourteen per cent of the households reported ice boxes and phono-
graphs, five per cent radios, four per cent electricity, and smaller per-
centages running water, bath tubs, telephone, and daily and weekly
papers.
28. Church attendance was by far the most important formal community
activity, more than nine out of ten of the tenants, croppers and labor-
ers stating that members of their families participated.
29. More than six out of ten of all families had members belonging to
lodges. Less than two out of ten had members who conventionally
went to picture shows. Less than a third of the white and only three
per cent of the colored laborers reported attending dances.
30. Five of the 328 families reported participation by their children in
organizations outside the church.
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